June 25, 1997





Mary A. Gade, Chair


Ozone Transport Assessment Group


c/o Debra Banks, Walcoff


12015 Lee Jackson Highway


Fairfax, VA  22033





RE:  Comments on OTAG Final Recommendations





Dear Mary Gade:





I want to congratulate you on the successful conclusion of OTAG.  It was certainly a remarkable experience and the leadership you brought to the process was instrumental in the final result.





I want to offer these brief comments to the final recommendations.





First, it is my understanding that it is OTAG’s recommendation that Minnesota and the other Coarse Grid states, as defined in the Utility Recommendation, are to be exempted from any OTAG-related controls, with the exception of any national measures EPA my promulgate.  I offer this comment because this exemption is not explicitly stated in all of the OTAG recommendations.





Second, given the OTAG conclusions regarding the modeling and the decision to exempt Minnesota and the other Coarse Grid States from OTAG-related controls, I do not think it is appropriate or justified for EPA to include any of the exempted states in the upcoming ozone transport SIP calls, nor for EPA to consider establishing a NOx budget or cap for the exempted states.





Finally, the ISI Workgroup developed a “Weight of Evidence Matrix” called the “Assessment of Coarse Grid States” during the discussion regarding exemptions for certain areas.  This document was amended without adequate opportunity for comment.  I understand that the document will be included in the final OTAG record.  I believe this document does not completely reflect the evidence available and therefor request that the attached comments be included in the final OTAG record.

















Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (612) 296-7265.








Sincerely,











J. David Thornton,  Manager


Program Development and Air Analysis


Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
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