(Date)
Air and Radiation Docket Information Center
Docket Number A-2001-31
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, S.W.
Room M-1500 (Mail Code 6102)
Washington, DC 20460


Dear Sir or Madam:
Please accept the following comments concerning the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed options for implementation of the 8-hour
ozone national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS).
Incentives and Flexibility
Central Texas, as the first area in the nation to develop and sign an O3
Flex Agreement, is committed to achieving air quality goals through the most
appropriate and suitable methods given a region's individual capabilities
and resources. 

We encourage EPA to provide options for local flexibility in reaching attainment, such as the Early Action Compact currently under consideration.  However, it is obvious that there are no teeth in this compact.  As a business, I’d rather take my lumps now than pay more later because only a selected few opted to implement for these voluntary measures.  Everyone is in favor of voluntary measure because no one has to implement them.  Look at Houston’s beautiful SIP plan- how many of these voluntary measures have they actually put in place?  

As for the attainment dates- 2007 seems very far away!  Why not decrease them so that we can have cleaner air sooner?  I’m tired of having employees miss work due to asthmatic children.  Clean up our air the sooner the better.  This area doesn’t have far to go and we can do it sooner than 2007.  Make it 2005!

 

Sincerely,


Elizabeth Munger

Business Owner and Concerned Parent

