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EPA Brownfields Program

EPA's Brownfields Program empowers states, commu-
nities, and other stakeholdersin economic devel opment
to work together to prevent, assess, safely clean up,
and sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield siteis
real property, the expansion, redevel opment, or reuse
of which may be complicated by the presence or
potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant,
or contaminant. On January 11, 2002, the President
signed into law the Small Business Liability Relief and
Brownfields Revitalization Act. Under the Brownfields
Law, EPA providesfinancial assistanceto eligible
applicantsthrough four competitive grant programs:
assessment grants, revolving loan fund grants, cleanup
grants, and job training grants. Additionally, funding
support is provided to state and tribal response pro-
grams through a separate mechanism.

Community Description

Saint Paul was selected to receive a brownfields
assessment grant. The City of Saint Paul islocated on
Saint Paul 1sland, which is one of the Pribilof |slands
situated in the Bering Sea about 770 milesfrom
Anchorage. The Pribilofs are the breeding grounds for
millions of northern fur seals and sea birds, and are
surrounded by one of the world'srichest fishing
grounds. Saint Paul Island isthe largest Aleut commu-
nity in the United States. With atotal population of 532,
457 (86 percent) are Alaska Native Americans.
Unemployment is 25.8 percent, 36 percent of house-
holdsarelivingin poverty, and 41 percent arelivingin
substandard housing. This project focuses on identify-
ing suspected active and former |eaking underground
storage tanks that were used to store fuel for heating
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$200,000 for petroleum

EPA has selected the City of Saint Paul for a
brownfields assessment grant. Petroleum funds
will be used to conduct Phase | investigations on
193 active or abandoned underground storage
tanks at 122 separate |ocations throughout the city.
Many of these tanks, which are used for residen-
tial fuel storage, are suspected of leaking due to
extreme age (30 to 50 years old) and overfilling.
Based on the Phase | results, Phase |1 investiga-
tionswill be conducted at about 80 locations. At
the conclusion of the assessment investigations,
Saint Paul will prepare a“strawman” corrective
action plan for contaminated sites.

Contacts

For further information, including specific grant
contacts, additional grant information, brownfields
news and events, and publicationsand links, visit
the EPA Brownfields web site at: www.epa.gov/
brownfields.

EPA Region 10 Brownfields Team
206-553-2100

www.epa.gov/rl0earth, click on “ Superfund,”
scroll down to “Related Programs” and click on
“Brownfields’

Grant Recipient: Saint Paul, AK
907-546-2641

The cooperative agreement for this grant has not
yet been negotiated; therefore, activities described
in this fact sheet are subject to change.

residential homes and apartments. Identifying these
leaking storage tanks paves the way for future replace-
ment and contaminant cleanup. Additionally, the
community will benefit from the jobsthat will be
created and the new subject matter learned while
undertaking these efforts.
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