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EPA Brownfields Program

EPA's Brownfields Program empowers states, commu-
nities, and other stakeholdersin economic devel opment
to work together to prevent, assess, safely clean up,
and sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield siteis
real property, the expansion, redevel opment, or reuse
of which may be complicated by the presence or
potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant,
or contaminant. On January 11, 2002, President George
W. Bush signed into law the Small Business Liability
Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act. Under the
Brownfields Law, EPA provides financia assistance to
eligible applicantsthrough four competitive grant
programs: assessment grants, revolving loan fund
grants, cleanup grants, and job training grants. Addi-
tionally, funding support is provided to state and tribal
response programs through a separate mechanism.

Community Description

TheWindham Regional Commission was selected to
receive an assessment grant. The commission serves
the 23 townsin Windham County; the neighboring
towns of Readsboro, Searsburg, and Winhall in
Bennington County; and the town of Westonin
Windsor County. Theregion’s population isapproxi-
mately 46,400. The Windham region has faced land use
challenges because devel opers have found it easier to
build on open pastures and greenfields rather than
redevel op existing brownfields sitesthat litter down-
town areas. Many of the region’s brownfields are
found in the towns of Brattleboro (popul ation 8,289)
and Bellows Falls (population 3,165), where more than
11 percent of the population livesin poverty. Median
household incomes in these two towns are |ess than 75
percent of the statewide median.
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EPA has selected the Windham Regional Com-
mission for a brownfields assessment grant.
Grant funds will be used to perform Phase | and
Phase Il investigations on three sitesin the Town
of Brattleboro. Potential sitesinclude aformer
manufacturing facility and sitesalong the
Brattleboro waterfront that will be part of an
extensive Union Station redevel opment project.
Grant funds will also be used to conduct assess-
ment activitieson at least one additional site
within the region served by the commission.

Contacts

For further information, including specific grant
contacts, additional grant information,
brownfields news and events, and publications
and links, visit the EPA Brownfieldsweb site at:
www.epa.gov/brownfields/

EPA Region 1 Brownfields Team
617-918-1210
http://ww.epa.gov/region0Ll/brownfiel ds/

Grant Recipient: Windham Regional Commission,
VT
802-257-4547

Prior to receipt of these fundsin fiscal year 2003, the
Windham Regional Commission hasreceived brownfields
funding for assessment grants.

The cooperative agreement for this grant has not yet been
negotiated; therefore, activities described in this fact sheet
are subject to change.
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