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Chiorinated Benzenes; Final Test Rule;
Moditication

AGENCY: Environmental Protection

Agen 'A).
Ac’nocz: (FEi:al)mle.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 40 CFR
790.55, EPA is modifying the test
substance purity requirements for the
health effects testing of 1.2.4,5-
tetrachlorobenzene promulgated under
section 4 of the Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA). This modification-
changes the test substance purity
requirements from 99 percent purity to
87 percent purity because of the present
unavailability of the test substance at 99
percent purity and the uncertainty of
whether 99 percent purity test material
can be obtained within the time period
necessary for the timely commencement
and completion of the testing required
under this rule.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule shall become
effective on July 15, 1887.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Edward A. Klein, Director, TSCA
Assistance Office (TS-799), Office of
Toxic Substances, Environmental
Protection Agency, Rm. E-543, 401 M St.
SW., Washington, DC 20460, (202) 554
1404.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: EPA
promulgated a final test rule in the
Federal Register of July 8, 1986 (51 FR
24657) requiring health effects testing of
five chlorinated benzenes, including
1.2.4,5-tetrachlorobenzene (1,2.4,5-TCB).
EPA is modifying the test substance

purity requirements for 1,2.4,5~-TCB (49 :

CFR 798.1054).

L Background '

On the basis of public comments
received in response to the proposed
rule for chlorinated benzenes (45 FR
48524) and the Nationa! Toxicology
Program's (NTP) use of a test material
characterized as having a purity greater
than 99 percent for its subchronic
studies of 1,2.4,5-TCB, EPA established
in the final test rule the minimum purity
requirement for 1.2.4,5-TCB at 99
percent. The rationale for the 89 percent
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The inability to identify and to obtain
test material meeting the 99 percent
purity requirement of the test rule has
two possible consequences, First, testing
with the currently available test
materials with purities under 99 percent
will result in noncompliance with 40
CFR 799.1054. Second, modifying the test
schedules to allow for time to identify
and obtain a batch of test material
which meets the purity requirements
will result in a delay unacceptable to the
Agency, in the initiation, conduct, and
completion of the tests required under 40
CFR 799.1054.

Therefore, since the presently
available supply of test material appears
to have a purity of 97.8 to 88.13 percent,
and that this lower level of purity is
believed by the Agency to produce -
study results which will reasonably
define the likely toxicological effects of
the test substance, the Agency is
establishing 97 percent as the minimum
level of purity under this test rule.

Analysis of contaminants showed the
test material to be within the impurities
tolerances established in 40 CFR
799.1054(a)(3) and therefore do not
present an issue in this action.

The Agency has determined that
obtaining comment on this modification
to the substance purity requirement
would be impracticable, unnecessary.
and contrary to the public interest by
delaying the start of testing and hence
the development of data for submission
to the Agency. Therefore, in accordance
with the procedures in 40 CFR 790.55
and the Administrative Procedures Act,

"~ the Agency approved this modification -
‘without public comment (Ref. 4). EPA is

publishing in this Federal Register notice
the modification to the test substance
purity requirements for the 1.2.4,5-TCB
test rule. :

IL Rulemaking Record -

" A. Supporting Documentation

EPA has established a record for this
rulemaking [docket number OPTS-
47002H]. The record includes the
information considered by the Agency in
developing this decision. . -

(April 2, 1887).

The record is availabie for inspection from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except legal holidays, in Rm. G-004, NE Mall,
401 M St., SW., Washington, DC 20480.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 799

Testing Environmental protection,
Hazardous substances, Chemicals,
Recordkeeping and reporting
requirements.

Dates: july 1, 1887.

Victor J. Kimm,
Acsistant Admini
Toxic Substances.

Therefore, 40 CFR Part 799 is
amended as follows:

1. The authiority citation for Part 799
continues to read as follows;

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 2603, 2611, 2625.

2. In § 799.1054 by revising paragrapli
(a)(2) to read as follows:
§799.1054 1,2,4,5-Tetrachiorobenzene:
- * * * *

(a) L K X

{2) 1.2.4,5~TCB of at least 87 percent

purity shall be used as the test
substance.
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FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

46 CFR Part 550

[Docket No. 87-1]

Automobile Measurement Rule

'AQENCY: Federal Maritime Commission.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Federal Maritime
Commission amends its rules pertaining
to the publishing, filing and posting of
tariffs in domestic offshore commerce to
permit the rating of automobiles on
other than a weight or cube
measurement basis. This final rule also
indefinitely suspends reference to the
Federal Maritime Commission's




