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INDOOR AIR QUALITY TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS UPDATE 

News & Events 
Register today for the IAQ Tools for Schools National Symposium: December    
4 – 6, 2008, in Washington, DC! Visit http://www.iaqsymposium.com to learn more 
about the exciting speakers and technical sessions being featured at this year's 
event.  

National Radon Poster Contest: In partnership with EPA and the National Radon 
Action Month program, the National Safety Council hosts this annual contest for 
children ages 9-14 to create posters about radon and the health risks it poses. The 
winning poster will be unveiled at a national awards ceremony in Washington, DC, 
during January, to which the young artist, a guardian, and his or her teacher will win 
an all-expense paid trip. Submit entries by October 15, 2008  

Grant Opportunity: Lowe's Toolbox for Education K-12 Grant Program is accepting 
grant applications from nonprofit public K-12 schools or parent groups associated 
with a nonprofit public K-12 school who are seeking funding for projects that have a 
permanent impact on the school facility (both indoor and outdoor). Applications will 
be accepted through Friday, October 17th, 2008. For application procedures and 
sample projects, visit the Toolbox for Education Web site. Lowe's Charitable and 
Educational Foundation is dedicated to supporting parent-teacher groups at schools 
across the U.S.  
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EPA Visits Katy Independent School District 
As an award-winning, nationally-recognized leader in indoor air quality management for 
schools, Katy Independent School District (KISD) in Katy, Texas, is a model for successful 
IAQ management. Given the success of the district and its potential for even further 
achievement, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently conducted a site visit with 
members of the school district to see first hand how KISD is combating IAQ issues and 
increasing student performance. 
 
Throughout the two day visit in August 2008, members of the EPA met with all members of 
the school district including administrators, facilities staff, teachers, students, and various 
community partners, including local business members. While each gave their own unique 
account of why KISD has been and continues to be successful in IAQ implementation, one 
constant theme started to appear: KISD’s holistic approach to IAQ management has been the 
backbone of their success. 
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EPA was equally impressed with other aspects of their IAQ management plan. KISD 
emphasized that one of their keys to success is teamwork across all departments. In addition, 
KISD uses in-house staff with specialized training to address IAQ issues. Using in-house staff 
increases cost-effectiveness as well as the efficiency and diligence by which IAQ problems 
are addressed. 
 
Thanks to the IAQ Tools for Schools Program, innovative thinking, and top-notch staff, KISD 
has distinguished itself as one of the top districts in the nation for the effective management of 
IAQ, ensuring a bright future for IAQ management in their district as well as its students. Find 
out more about KISD’s IAQ Program. 
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IAQ Management: A Team Effort 
Successful IAQ management programs have broad support and contribution from all of a 
school’s stakeholder groups—from teachers, to facilities staff, to nurses, to principals and 
superintendents. But, gaining this support and incorporating it into routine activities, 
engraining the IAQ Tools for Schools Program into your school’s “culture,” is probably the 
most difficult—and the most essential—task in creating a sustainable IAQ management 
program. The first step to accomplishing this culture shift is to communicate regularly and 
effectively to each group what their roles are in maintaining healthy indoor air. Read on for 
profiles of some important groups in IAQ management programs. 
 
School officials: Officials interact with all members of the school community, putting them in 
an ideal position to champion a coordinated school IAQ management program. School 
officials are in a position to share important information about IAQ with all of the people who 
can have an effect on its quality. Read more information tailored specially to school officials. 
 
Facility personnel: School facility personnel have a unique ability to affect facilities’ IAQ 
because they know the buildings inside and out and ensure the routine inspection and 
maintenance policies that are essential to maintaining healthy IAQ. In fact, regular facility 
maintenance and operations can do more to influence IAQ than any other school 
function! Learn more about the fundamental role of facilities staff. 
 
Teachers: Teachers interact with students—those most acutely affected by the quality of the 
indoor air—and occupy the spaces that are impacted by the IAQ program on a day-to-day 
basis, making them the eyes and ears for identifying IAQ problems early on. Read more about 
all the important roles teachers can play in IAQ management. 
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Nurses: Nurses track health problems and complaints and recognize trends that may signal 
an IAQ issue or, alternatively, act as evidence of the success of your IAQ management 
program. Nurses can use their background to educate students and staff about potential 
health risks of poor IAQ and what specific things they can do to reduce those risks. Learn how
nurses fit into the mix of the IAQ management community. 
 
If you are a parent or a member of the media, you also play an essential role in creating and 
sustaining an IAQ management program. Read information created specially for parents and 
the media. 
 
No matter what your role, the IAQ TfS Action Kit will help you and your team to learn how to 
coordinate your efforts and take the multi-faceted approach necessary to create a sustainable 
IAQ management program. 
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Tell Us What You Think 
Is there a topic you want to see covered in an IAQ Tools for Schools Update? Need more 
information or have a quick question? Send us an e-mail at iaqschools@epa.gov. 
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Contact Us or Subscribe 
If you would like more information about any of the topics discussed in this Update or would 
like to subscribe to EPA’s IAQ Tools for Schools Updates, please send an e-mail to  
iaqschools@epa.gov. 
 
The IAQ Tools for Schools Program is a comprehensive resource to help schools maintain 
a healthy environment in school buildings by identifying, correcting, and preventing IAQ 
problems. Learn more about the IAQ Tools for Schools Program at www.epa.gov/iaq/schools. 
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