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Clean Air and Global Climate Change

Reduce exposure to air toxics (e.g., reduce releases of mercury)

Output

Outcome

Result

Working with the Region 8 Air Toxic’s
Unit the EJ program will coordinate
outreach and recruitment of Communities in
Southern Colorado to attend a leadership
training course for communities that may be
affected by toxic air emission.

During the spring of 2006 leadership
training will be provided to 25
community leaders in Southern
Colorado.

Community leaders in
parts of Southern Colorado
will be trained to establish
campaigns that will
transform the health of the
community by bringing air
toxics under control. This
training will promote
partnership building
among community
participants for future
collaborations.

Training funds for this
effort became unavailable.
Accordingly, the EJ
program did two things.
(1) We encouraged
community to apply for a
Level 1 CARE grant. They
did so and were awarded a
grant to build a
collaborative network to
examine local exposures to
hazardous substances.

(2) We created and
convened a mercury study
group which has begun a
dialogue with the largest
emitters of airborne
mercury in Colorado.
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Output

Outcome

Result

Region 8's EJ program will work together
with a Pueblo CO, community to identify
potential disproportionate impacts of a
proposed expansion from a coal-fired
power plant.

EJ will work with the community to
convene three meetings to address
questions of how to identify potential
disproportionate impacts from an access
route for the expansion of the power
plant.

These meetings will result
in a reduction of diesel
particulates and noise.

EJ worked with an ad hoc
coalition of community
leaders to negotiate with
power company officials to
explore off-setting
environmentally negative
effects of plant expansion.
Those negotiations led to a
Community-Based
Agreement, valued at
$300,000,000 which will
lead to a net reduction of
SO2 and NOX in the air
basin.

Region 8's EJ Program will work with
ATSDR and local migrant worker outreach
organizations in Northern and Southern
Colorado to increase awareness of safety
and health procedures to be implemented
when conducting Asbestos removal work.

EJ will identify 25 individuals and
groups to educate these populations
about the dangers of this exposure.

Outreach will equip the
exposed population with
information that will
protect them from the
dangers of exposure to
asbestos.

EJ helped to design the
outreach strategy for this
effort. Posters, on-air
spots and health care
provider outreach
succeeded in reaching
those workers who were
willing to identify
themselves. Medical
intervention was then
made available, as
appropriate.




Goal 2:
Obijective 1:

Clean and Safe Water
Safe Fish/Shellfish

Activities
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Output

Outcome

Result

Region 8 EJ Program will coordinate
sampling activities with the Colorado
Department of Public Health and
Environment, the Region 8 Lab and the
Community of Pueblo, CO to test water
bodies for mercury in the fish population.
Pueblo County has more then 40% of all
airborne mercury in Colorado.

Fish tissue will be sampled in two
water bodies near Pueblo, CO to
determine the extent of mercury
deposition. 2. Two community meetings
will be convened to discuss exposures
to mercury.

This project will result in a
reduction of the affected
Pueblo Community’s
exposure to mercury in
fish.

Fish tissue was sampled in
partnership with the State
of Colorado in two water
bodies. In one water body,
no actionable levels were
detected. In the second
water body sampling,
mercury was detected in
sufficient concentrations
that a Fish Advisory was
posted for local fishermen.

Region 8 EJ Program will coordinate with
the State of Colorado to do sampling
activities with the Region 8 Lab and other
groups concerned about water and mercury
in the fish population. This project will be
dependent on resources at the Region 8
Lab.

Fish tissue will be sampled in water
bodies where subsistence fishing is
done.

This project will result in a
reduction of the affected
community’s exposure to
mercury in fish.

Preliminary meetings have
been set up to determine
what lakes will be a part of
this survey. Many of the
small lakes are used for
subsistence fishing and
recreational fishing.




Obijective 2:  Clean and Safe Drinking Water
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Output

Outcome

Result

Initiate and support the development of a
sustainable community-based Drinking
Water Well Initiative for unregulated
household wells (not subject to the Safe
Drinking Water Act) located in the San Luis
Valley (SLV) of Colorado. This initiative is
intended to position homeowners with
unregulated wells to implement testing and
monitoring of their water quality.

By September 2006, conduct

community focus group sessions in five
counties of the SLV to introduce the
concept of household well testing and

drinking water safety.

By 2006, communities
have increased awareness
of household drinking
water well initiative. By
2006, homeowners have a
greater understanding
about why annual
household well water
testing is important to their
health.

6 Counties (Alamosa, Rio
Grande, Costilla, Conejos,
Saguache, and Mineral)
participated in community
focus group sessions. 9
community meetings were
conducted in the different
counties during the months
of May and June of 2006.
417+ household well
owners/users were
presented with a 1%_hour
presentations on the
importance of well water
testing. The community
was also trained by
laboratory staff on how to
collect an acceptable well
water sample.

355 household well owners
participated in the Pre-
testing Survey. This survey
covered basic questions on
health, well types,
contaminant facts, well
usage, well testing and
maintenance.
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Activities

Output

Outcome

Result

By September 2006, produce a lessons-
learned report to share with all EPA

Regional Offices which work with rural
communities having unregulated wells.

By 2006, all EPA Regional
Offices are better equipped
to help homeowners test
and monitor the water
quality in their unregulated
wells.

The lessons-learned report
is in the process of being
developed. Sole-source
funding was awarded early
September 2006; therefore,
we anticipate that the
report will be finalized in
January 2007
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Output

Outcome

Result

By September 2006, conduct well water
testing and analysis for financially
distressed households in 5 counties of
the SLV.

By 2006, homeowners
become aware if their
water quality issues based
on the data from the testing

417 Mailings which included
Laboratory Results, Facts Sheets,
and information on how to interpret
test results.

119 (28.5%) Households were
positive for Bacteria. All household
positive for bacteria were notified
by telephone 48 hours after testing
on how to Shock- Chlorinate their
wells.

5 (1.4%) Households were above
MCL for Nitrate. These households
were notified by phone 48 hours
after testing. Filtration Facts were
discussed. g households were
above MCL for Nitrite.

11.9 % of all households that were
tested for Arsenic were above MCL.
0.6% % of all households that were
tested for Lead were above MCL. 0
households were above MCL for
Selenium.

o households were above MCL for
Copper. 3.6% of all households that
were tested for Fluoride were above
MCL. 0 households were above
MCL for Pesticides.

3.1% of all households that were
tested for Uranium were above
MCL.417 households that
participated in the drinking water
well project will be contacted via
telephone and asked to participate in
a post-survey. Questions will
address risk reduction, testing,

maintenance, and filtration devices.
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Activities

Output

Outcome

Result

By September 2006, produce and
distribute environmental information
and educational materials — in English
and Spanish -- concerning household
drinking water well safety and risk.

By 2006, homeowners are
able to implement testing
and monitoring to improve
their water quality issues
using the environmental
information and
educational materials on
household drinking water
well safety and risk.

Educational Materials Distributed:
375 booklets entitled “Drinking
Water From Household Wells” 30
Spanish Language booklets entitled
“Agua Potable de Pozos
Residenciales.”

400+ booklets entitled “Water On
Tap: what you need to know” 400+
pamphlets entitled “Water Health:
Bottled Water Basics” 400+
pamphlets entitled “Water Health:
Filtration Facts” 400+ pamphlets
entitled “EPA Children and
Drinking Water Standards” 400+
Fact sheets: Understanding
Drinking Water Test Results” 400+
Fact Sheets: “Bacteria” 400+ Fact

Sheets: “Chlorinating Your Well”
400+ Fact Sheets: “Nitrates”

400+ Fact Sheets: “Nitrites”

400+ Fact Sheets: “Arsenic”

400+ Fact Sheets: “Pesticides”
400+ Fact Sheets: “What to do after
the Flood”
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Goal 4: Healthy Communities and Ecosystems
Obijective 1:  Reduction in elevated blood lead levels
Activities Output

Outcome

Result

1. Promote lead poisoning prevention
in Colorado through:

a. Work with Colorado Lead Coalition
to implement strategic plan throughout
state by identifying areas where more
education and outreach is needed.

b. Help to meet the goals of Healthy
People 2010. Specifically 8-22 which is
to increase the proportion of persons
living in pre-1950s housing that have
been tested for the presence of lead-
based paint.

a. Work with partners in the Lead
Coalition to identify and educate
priority areas in the state. Focus of this
education and outreach is
parents/caregivers of children under the
age of six.

b. The goal of Healthy People 2010 is to
increase the proportion of those tested
by 50%.

Three head-start centers in
Garfield County, Colorado
were educated about lead
hazards. These centers
will have greater capacity
to: (1) explain lead
concerns to parents; and
(2) know what behaviors in
children might require
further testing to rule out
elevated blood lead levels.

This could ultimately
result in at least 95
children being protected
this year in Garfield
County and the potential to
protect many more in the
future. This could result in
increasing the proportion
of people tested for
elevated blood lead levels
which will assist in
meeting the goal of
Healthy People 2010.
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Activities

Output

Outcome

Result

2. Promote lead poisoning prevention
in North Dakota through:

a. Get updated Elevated Blood Lead
levels from the State of North
Dakota. Map these areas by census
block group and compare these
areas to GIS maps that were done in
2002.

b. Do outreach to new areas as
indicated by the map analysis.

a. 30 maps were created and analyzed
against 2002 data. These maps will
become the baseline for future work in
North Dakota.

b. New areas identified from the
analyzed mapping were discussed
concerning additional outreach efforts.

a. Visual comparison of
the maps for each area
revealed a decrease in the
number of children with
elevated blood lead levels
in 13 of the 30 areas; the
same number of children
with elevated blood lead
levels was observed in 15
of the 30 areas; and an
increase was seen in 3
areas all located in Fargo.

b. Outreach efforts were
conducted with the Cass
County Health Department
in Fargo where a
substantial number of
Somali refugee children
are entering the State. The
high levels in these
children decreased once
they moved into newer
housing and parents were
educated about the
potential of lead exposure
in kohl, a type of cosmetic
applied to the eyes of the
children (a cultural
practice).

There is a decrease in the
number of elevated blood
lead levels in the State of
North Dakota.
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Activities

Output

Outcome

Result

Start and Daycare.

Promote Lead Poisoning Prevention on
Tribal Reservations throughout the Region.
Focus will be on outreach to Tribal Head

We will do outreach to 83 facilities
included in these facilities are Head
Start, Daycare and Private Facilities.

This outreach will result in
a reduction of elevated
blood lead levels in Tribal
children in Region 8. The
project has the potential of
reaching 9,458 children
ages 1-6 on 25 federally
recognized tribal
reservations.

Outreach was completed
with follow-up to see how
the material was used.
This project reached a total
of 9539 tribal children and
a total of 1890 Teachers
and Child Care Providers,
and could result in a
reduction of elevated blood
lead levels in these
Children.
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Goal 5: Compliance and Environmental Stewardship
Obijective 1:  Ensure Compliance
Activities Output Outcome Result

Region 8 EJ Program will work with the
Pueblo County Health Department and
affected communities in Pueblo, CO,
regarding water quality issues in Fountain
Creek. Over the past five years sewage
spills from Colorado Springs have poured
more than 70,000,000 gallons of raw
sewage which passed through Pueblo.

1. EJ will meet six times with the
community to assist with the
development

of a communication strategy. Creek
which runs from

2. EJ will assist with the creation of
warning notices to advise residents
against using the affected creek.

The expected outcome of
this project will be cleaner
water in Fountain and
Colorado Springs through
Pueblo, CO.

The EJ program, (1)
coordinated the
development of a health-
protective message for the
exposed community, (2)
met with local community
to share the message of the
dangers of contact with
contaminated creek water,
and then (3) handed off the
implementation of
corrective measures to the
Colorado Department of
Public Health and the
Environment.
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